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GLYPHOSATE USE 
Statement 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [10.05 pm]: I rise briefly to remind the chamber that the world is changing 
and, in many ways, we are standing still. I am still hoping we will jump on the boat some day and make some 
changes. As many members might know, recent events in the courts have awarded substantial amounts of money 
to people who have been adversely affected by the use of the weedkiller glyphosate. That has happened in a number 
of cases in the US and there are a few thousand lined up to happen. I understand that it will be happening here 
soon as well. In addition, there is growing concern about using weedkillers in and around our communities. 
A number of councils are beginning to phase out the use of it, which shows that they are starting to abandon this. 
There is another good reason for that today. 
In reference to a graph that was printed in the Farm Weekly just a week ago on 6 June, I want to point out that the 
price of non-GM canola is at $600 a tonne and GM canola is at $510 a tonne. If we look back just four months to 
February, we see that there was only a $40 differential and now there is a $90 differential. That makes it more and 
more likely that fewer people will grow GM canola. This has already happened with CBH having to segregate not 
the canola, but its barley, based on whether it has been desiccated with chemicals—glyphosate—before harvest. 
We should keep in mind that these glyphosate cases will be affecting this country and we will be doing something 
about it. Those people will be compensated, hopefully, in the future. This is as we continue to allow not only 
GM canola to be grown; there is a growing interest in bringing in GM wheat as well. We will need to really assess 
things not only for today, next week or next year, but for what implications they may have 20 years on, as we are 
now seeing with glyphosate. 
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